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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.^^ , n nn event howevermav a re p,y be t.meiy « 
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- An , reply received by the ^ 3 

e.med patent term ad]ustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(D) 

Status 

I )E Responsive to communication(s) filed on V25M1DS • 

rtKi A . This action is non-final . 

, 2a,D This action is FINAL 2b)U proseC ution as to the merits is 

| Disposition of Claims 

! 4) !V! ciaim(s) H5 is/are pending in the application. 

" 4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) . is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 's/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

SO Claim(s) M5 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

q^n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U aPPr° vea 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3d Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) (d) (f). 
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1 □ Certified cop.es of the priority documents have been received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1 -6 and 23-34. drawn to a prepolymcr and a process for making the same, 
classified in class 528, subclass 31 . 

II. Claims 7-12 and 35-38, drawn to a precursor and a process for making the same, 
classified in class 528. subclass 38. 

IH. Claims 13-20 and 39-45, drawn to a networked polymer and a process for making 

the same, classified in class 585, subclass 416. 
IV. Claims 21-22, drawn to a ceramic composition, classified in class 528. subclass 

481. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
2. inventions of Group I and Group II are related as mutually exclusive species in an 
.ntermediate-final product relationship. Distinctness is proven for claims in this relationship if 
the intermediate product is useful to make other than the final product (MPF.P § 806.04(b). 3rd 
para b . 



aragraph). and the species are patentably distinct (MPEP $ 806.04(h)). In the instant case, the 
intermediate product is deemed to be useful as an intermediate for making a po.yurethane and 
the inventions are deemed patentably distinct since there is nothing on this record to show them 
to be obvious variants. Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
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showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In 

either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions anticipated by the prior art, the 

ev idence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

3. Inventions of Group I and Groups III and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it 
can be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
modes of operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04. MPEP § 808.01 ). 
In the instant case the different inventions of Group 1 and Groups III and IV have different 
functions because Group I is directed to a prepolymer and a process for making the same, while 
Group III is directed to a networked polymer and a process for making the same, and Group IV 
is directed to a ceramic composition. 

4. Inventions of Group II and Group III are related as mutually exclusive species in an 
intermediate-final product relationship. Distinctness is proven for claims in this relationship if 
the intermediate product is useful to make other than the final product (MPEP § 806.04(b). 3rd 
paragraph), and the species are patentably distinct (MPEP § 806.04(h)). In the instant case, the 
intermediate product is deemed to be useful as an intermediate to react with a compound 
containing Si-H group via hydrosilylation for making a compatiblizer useful in a blend of 
poly(silarylene-siloxane) and another polymer (e.g., the compound containing Si-H can be a 
compound containing both Si-H and a hydrophilic moiety to afford a hydrosilylation product 
which can enhance the compatibility of the poly(silarylene-siloxane) with a hydrophilic polymer) 
and the inventions are deemed patentably distinct since there is nothing on this record to show 
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,hem ,o be obvious variants. Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are no, 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such o idence nov of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record lira, this i. the ease. In 
chher instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions anticipated by the poor art. the 
evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 I fS.C. 1 03(a) of the other invention. 

5. Inventions of Group II and Group IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be 
s „orv„ tha, they are no, disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of 
operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04. MPEP § 808.0, ,. In the 
i„s,an, case the different inventions of Group II and Group IV have different func.ions because 
Group II is directed to a precursor and a process for making the same . while Group IV is 
directed to a ceramic composition. 

6. Inventions of Group III and Group IV are related as mutually exclusive species in an 
internnediate-flnal product relationship. Distinctness is proven for claims in this relationship if 
the intermediate product is useful to make other than the final product (MPEP § 806.04(b). 3rd 
paragraph), and the species are patentably distinct (MPEP § 806.04(h)). In the instant case, the 
intermediate product is deemed to be useful as a molding material without being further 
converted into a ceramic material and the inventions arc deemed patentably distinct since there is 
nothing on this record to show them to be obvious variants. Should applicant traverse on the 
ground that the species are not patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify 
such evidence now of record showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the 
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record that this is the case. In cither instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions 
anticipated by the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 L.S.C. 
103(a) of the other inv ention. 

7. Because these inventions arc distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

8. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

9. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 
CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(f). 

1 4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kuo-Liang Peng whose telephone number is (703) 306-5550. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone arc unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Robert Dawson, can be reached on (703, 308-2340. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 



Kuo-Liang Peng 
May 12,2003 




